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Ir istrue, Sir, that theſe were the Conceſſions of the Kings your Pre- 
deceliors, and of your preſent Majeſty, and have been eſtabliſhed with 
ſuch circumſtances, as the Edids themſelves call a perpetual and an irre- .. 
voctble Liw, deſigned purpoſely to keep your Subjects both of one and 
the other Religion 1n perfet ainity. And your Petitioners can confident- 
1y ayerr, that they have ſo dehneaned themſelves under this-Law , .and 
Priviledges, asneverto have rendred themſelves unworthy thereof. But | 
on the contrary havegained this advantage,that your Majeſty hath made 
many ſolemn and gracious Declarations, teſtifying the entire ſatisfaction - 
your Majeſty hath coriceived of the Zeal and Loyaltyof your Pctitio- 
ners , in times of moſt hazard and difficulty. And now, SIR, we need 
not ſearchthe Hiſtories of many years, to demonſtrate the difference of 
our preſent condition, from thoſe times; foritts now but a few years 
lince your Petitioners havenot only been made uricapable of being ad- 
mittedinto publick Offices, but diſcharged ofthoſe in which they were 
inveſted,and in which they had always Weed with honour-and fidelity. 

. Forcontrary to the true intent and words of this Edit, they have 
taken from your Petitionersthe privileoge ofequally entring with others 
into the Commision of C6nfulats, and the Municipal Offices of Towns, 
evenin thoſe very Corporations, wherein your Petitioners are the great- 
_ eſt inthe adminiſtration of the Civil Government ; and management 
of that Money which is levied upon ther.” © 
. .. They haveriot now inimany places any admittarice t6 the mearjeſt Of- 

ficei the Publick , nor are they licenſed to exerciſe thofe Arts and 
Trades whereby they gain their ſale liveliboull and fubſiſtanc?. — == 
_ - They can reckonup at leaſt oo Proteſtant Churches, which in 
the ſpace of ten years have been demoliſhed, notwithſtanding that ſore 
| of them have beenexpreſly named in the Edit of Nartes, and others 
comprehended within the limntes and ſenſe thereof © © 
The Commidfioners which arealwiys ready to receive Proceſs againſt 
your Petitioners, yet ſtop their cars totheir complaints 3 andifthey do 
_ take notice of them, it ts witha corrupt and partial ſentence, and often 
times the Catholick Commusfioners pronounce Judgement againſt your 
| Petitioners, without the interventionand asſent ofthoſe of their Religion. 
© . Thoſe who have changed from the Proteſtant to the Catholick Reli- 
gion, not finding that qutetneſs of conſcience whiththey expetted there. 
m, fo thatthey have returned again to their firſtperſwafion, have been 
expoſed to molt rigorots penances, under the term of Relapſe , ind the 
Miniſters and tories have been hable to be fappreſſled. 

It any of the Catholick Religion become Proteſtants, they preſeritly 
perſecute thoſe to whom they applied themſclvesfor dearing their doubts 
or dechring their belief, pretendingthat thereby they cotiie within the 
compaſs of that crime, Which is called Subornation. — 

The Chambers of this Edie are not biily incorporated withthe Par- 
liaments; on 54S Rus of the Edi&, but are extifiguithed 
wholly, aid ſupprebed; EY 
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The Children of your Petitioners, though born in.their Religion, arc - [4 


often taken from them, before they have attained to that age which the 
Edidts allow them, before they are obliged to. declare, the Religion 
which they reſolve to profeſs: And if hereupon they addreſs themſelyes 
to your Commisſioners , adviſing them to put in executiqn the. Edict, 
they either refuſe to take cognizance thereof;or elſe clude it in that man: 
ner, that for ſeveral years together ey takenot the leaſt notice of their _ 
O_ nor have the ordinary Judges any regard thereunto. 
hey will not ſuffer the Proteſtants to entertain more-then one Schogl- 

maſter in the Town where they live; and though the Children amount - 
| to 20r 3Zoco in number , yet they will not-allow more then one Maſter 
for them all, Si at wr Tad EEE Eo Ws 

Your Petitioners have been, much ſurprized by k Declaxationifiued out 
for changing the form and teture of their Syrpds, by:;placing certain 
Catholick Commisſioners for Asfiſtants thereinz which b ing entirely con-- 
trary to the meaning and ſubſtance of thoſe Edits , and, Ieclaration. of - 
Lewirthe 13th. ſet outin the year 1623; andto the cuſtom alwaysobſery. 
ed , hath no other foundation then thoſe pretences whiahrefle& onthe 
honour of your Petitioners, and that fidelity ' which they have ever 


profeſsed towards the ſervice of your Majeſty. i, _ LD ., 
. The Biſhops under colour, of their Vilitations, and by yettue of an THe 0 


Order of Arreſ} from your Privy- Councel; have*pretended to ſuſpend 


the exerciſe of the Religion of your Petitioners for ſeveral weeks. _ . 0. 

The Clergy which have ertred the Proteſtant Churches, to hear the ah "4/3 
Sermons which are there preached , do objet untothe Miniſters matters . SET BR 
which they never uttered, or take advantage of certajn terms which can« = © 


not be avoided in Controverfie, to form a criminal Proceſs againſt them 
before a Judge, who is pre-poſsefied with a prejudice againſt themz and - 
m the meantime the . Clergy do not ceaſe to juſtifie themſelves againſt og 
ws Petitioners;by ſuch courſes asare expreſily forbiddeti by the aforeſaid , 

\T be Chief Juſtices of ſeveral places, to whom matters relating to ihe 

dics did never_appertain ,, do now undertake by unknown me- 
os of procedure, to interdit or ſupend the Miniſters of whole Pro- 
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. In fine, fo far are they proceeded, as to makea. Declaration ; forbid- 
ding Proteſtant women to make uſe of other Chirurgions, or Midwives EL 
then thoſe which are Catholieks; that ſo their Children may be dipped _ 
In water by them 4a caſe of necesſity : which as it is direly 6ppoſtteto - 
the ſenſe of the Edits, fo it is alſo to.the Principles of. that Religion EEE 
which your Petitioners profeſs; .for their conſciences will never allow 
themto conſent hereunto, becauſe that as on. one ſide ;_ they cannot be- ; 
lieve that Baptilm is of at abſolute and indiſpenſable necesfity-, where 
death prevents the due careand cautions we uſe. to obtain it.5 ſo on the 
otherfide, your Petitioners have that juſt reyerence too great a Sacia- 
ment,asnot to commit the ſame to the adminiſtration of Lay-perſons;nor 


believe that ſuch dipping or ſprinkling with water, can ever ſupply the 
place of Baptiſta. A 2 Theſd | 
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Theſe proceedings, SIR, and many more of them very conſiderable, 
are more eaſily mentioncd in genera], then to be troubleſoto your Ma- 
_ zeſty in a recital of the particulars, which are either notorioul v known 
tothe World, orto be juſtified and made good by Atucitations which 
your Petitioners have in their hands, together with Judgments, Arreſts 
and Declarations. All the World, which ob'erves the low condition unto 
which vour Petitioners are reduced, begin to contider them , as perſons 
expoſed to the milice and ' perſecution of thoſe who deſire their toral 
deſtruction, | | Es 
Nothing morecan be added to the general contternarion of thoſe, 
whoproteſs the Proteſtant Religion 1n all parts of your Kingdom; ſothat 
many for fear, or-for neceſſity, have hce:r forced t9 abandon their dwell- 
ings, andicek their repoſe in the Dominons of Strangers: fuch as re- 
main here , aredetained by the love they bear to therr Native Country. 
or by ſome difficulty they find 1n the diſpoial of their Fitatesz though 
the greatelt number are obliged with an atfeQion to your Majulty and 
your Government. hn all tg. ator es, SIR, your Petitioners nave 
no other defenceand protettion, under God, then the juſtice an! clencn- 
cy of your Majeſty, by which they have formerly had acceſs to your Sa- 
cred perſon, which hath ever lent a gentleear to the juft complaints of 
yourPetitioners, having nominated Commiſſioners of your Councel par- 
ticularly to examine their Cauſe, and make report thereof toyour Ma- 
jelty: but the-preat Wars which your Vajeſty hath lately maintained. 
havediverted this care to: greater thoughts, whereby the evils and oppre!- 
ſions of your Perntioners have been multiplied and increaſed. 

And now, SIR, fince your Majeſty enjoys the triumph of thoſe glori- 
ous ſucceſſes with which Godhath favonred your defigns,:and that your 
People. expe likewiſe to ſhare ſome part of: the fruit of their labours : 
your Petitioners hope, through the juſtice-andgracious goodneſs of your 
Majeſty, that nodiſtin&ion ſhajlbe made'between your Petitioners and 
your other Subjeds, leſt-whilſtſome are 11i-joy, and at reſt, the others 
ſhould mourn, and groan under oppresſtons. 

. For which Reaſons, SIR, and becauſe:your Petitioners. haveever en- 
tertained the ſame Zeal and Fideltty toyourService ; may it pleale your 
Majeſty.to make known umo the Lords of your Counncel , Prefidents, 
and Attorney-Generals of Parliaments , toSuper-imendents, arid Com- 
mehoners executing the Law, that your Royal Will and Pleaſure is. rhat 
the Edicts be obſerved and executed ; and parricularly toencharge tuch 
Commusſtoners 3s are already named by your Majefty- ; or ſhall be here- 
afternamed, that they examine the "Memorials and Papers of Juſtificati- 


on, which yourPetitioners ſhall produce , -and to info:m your Majeſty 


thereof; and eſpecially tothe Secreturies-of State, that a due report ma 


bemade thereof, and of thoſe agerievances and burdens which are, mo 


>ppresling, that-ſo your Majelty being truly made ſenſible thereof, may 


attherein according to.your gracious pleaſure. And your Petitjoners 


- ſhall contmue their vows, and prayersfor the glory of your Majeſty.and 
for the proſperityof your Sacred Perſon and Kingdom. 
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